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Aqua Care

¥ Aquarium Suitability: Ideal for aquariums and
ponds

¥ Beginner-Friendly: Yes

¥ Compatibility: Best with other goldfish varieties.
Avoid keeping with small fish or fin-nipping species

¥ Diet: Omnivore - Eats pellets, flakes, vegetables,
and live/frozen food

¥ Maintenance Level: Moderate — Requires frequent
water changes and a strong filter due to high waste
output

¥ Category:
@®Base hobbyist - Common goldfish, comet,
shubunkin.
@Dedicated hobbyist - Fancy varieties like fantail,
ryukin, oranda.

Expert — Delicate fancy breeds like ranchu,
telescope, or bubble eye, requiring extra care
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Aqua Care

e

¥ Aquarium Suitability: Best for outdoor ponds
¥ Beginner-Friendly: No

¥ Compatibility: Best with other koi, peaceful pond fish,
Avoid keeping with small fish or aggressive species

¥ Diet: Omnivore - Eats pellets, vegetables, and
occasional live/frozen food

¥ Maintenance Level: Needs excellent filtration, regular
water changes, and a well-maintained pond environment

¥ Varieties & Origin: Over 100+ varieties of koi exist.
Japanese Koi are the original and other breeds like
Viethamese, Indian, and Thai Koi are more affordable
replicas but do not grow as large (3feet) or live as long
(60+ years). Other regional koi usually grow up to 1.5-2
feet (1-1.5 feet) and have shorter lifespans

¥ Category:
e @ Dedicated Hobbyist — Standard koi varieties with
basic pond setup.
e . Expert - High-grade Japanese koi
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Aqua Care - American Cichlids

Beginner-Friendly: No (Most are
territorial & aggressive)

Compatible: Large cichlids, catfish,
arowanas (depends on species)

Diet: Omnivore (Pellets, live/frozen
food, veggies)

Maintenance Level: Moderate

Category: Dedicated Hobbyist /
@cExpert
~ Note: Includes species like Oscars,
Jack Dempseys, Green Terrors, and
Firemouths. They require large tanks
and careful tankmate selection

WORLD OF
AFRICAN

AMERICAN
CICHLIDS

Aqua Care - African Cichlids
Beginner-Friendly? No (Highly

territorial & need specific water
conditions)

Compatible With: Other African
cichlids of similar aggression level

Diet: Omnivore / Some Herbivore

(Mbunas)

Maintenance Level: Challenging

Category: @Expert
= Note: African cichlids (Mbuna,
Peacock, Haplochromis) require hard,
alkaline water (pH 7.5-9.0) and a rocky
aquascape. Best in species-only tanks,
not mixed with other fish
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Aqua Care

¥ Beginner-Friendly: No (Needs stable
water conditions & expert care)

¥ Compatible With: Tetras, Corydoras,
Plecos, Rams, Peaceful Fish

¥ Diet: Omnivore (High-protein diet -
Pellets, Bloodworms, Beef Heart, Brine

Shrimp)

¥ Maintenance Level: Expert Level

¥ Category:  Expert

& Note:

e Needs warm water (82-86°F), soft &
acidic (pH 6.0-7.0).

e Best kept in groups (5-6 minimum)
to reduce stress.

e Cannot handle aggressive fish or
unstable water parameters.

e Requires frequent water changes
(30-50% weekly) to stay healthy.
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Aqua Care - Sharks in Aquariums (Iridescent, Bala, Red Tail, Rainbow, etc.)

¥ Beginner-Friendly: No (Require large tanks, some are territorial), Small can be Kept

¥ Compatible: Fast-moving mid-to-large fish (Barbs, Loaches, Large Tetras, Gouramis)

| Diet: Omnivore

¥ Maintenance Level: Moderate

¥ Category: @Dedicated Hobbyist / ¢ Expert

& Note: Aquarium "sharks" are not true sharks but are named for their torpedo-shaped bodies.
e |ridescent & Bala Sharks need huge tanks (125+ Liter) and prefer groups.

e Red Tail & Rainbow Sharks are territorial, best kept alone or with strong mid-top dwellers.
e Not suitable with Goldfish or slow, delicate fish due to fin-nipping tendencies.
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Aqua Care
Aquarium Suitability: Requires a very large tank (minimum 250+ Liter for adults)
Beginner-Friendly: No

Compatibility: Best with large, semi-aggressive fish like stingrays, bichirs, peacock bass, or large catfish. Avoid keeping with small
fish (they will be eaten) or aggressive tank mates that might attack them

Diet: Carnivore — Prefers a protein-rich diet, including live/frozen food (shrimp, fish, insects) and high-quality pellets
Maintenance Level: High — Requires frequent water changes, powerful filtration, and a secure lid to prevent jumping
Varieties & Origin: Found in Asia, South America, Africa, and Australia
e Popular Types:
o Asian Arowana — Most sought-after, comes in red, gold, and blue varieties. Highly regulated and expensive
o Silver Arowana — Native to South America, grows up to 3 feet, more affordable
Category:

e () Dedicated Hobbyist — Silver Arowana, with a large tank
o @ Expert - Asian Arowana (requires legal permits), specialized diet, and high-maintenance setup
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Aqua Care

Aquarium Suitability: Requires a large tank (minimum 75+ Liter per fish) due to its aggressive nature

Beginner-Friendly: Not for beginners

4 Compatibility: Best kept alone due to extreme aggression. If keeping with other fish, only with large, tough species like plecos or other
aggressive cichlids (with dividers)

Diet: Omnivore — Needs a high-protein diet with pellets, shrimp, bloodworms, and vegetables for color enhancement
Maintenance Level: Moderate to High — Requires strong filtration, frequent water changes, and careful handling due to aggression

Varieties & Origin: Hybrid Cichlid, created through selective breeding (not found in the wild)

4 Category:
e (O Dedicated Hobbyist- Standard Flowerhorn with basic care.
o @ Expert - High-grade breeding, specialized diet, and aggressive tank management.
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KEY FACTORS FOR A

SUCCESSFUL MONSTER
FISH COMMUNITY

Aqua Care

Tank Size - Minimum 4 feet, but 5 feet tank is ideal.
e Filtration - Heavy-duty canister or sump filters to handle high bioload.

e Tank Setup - Large open swimming space with strong lids (many are jumpers).
e Diet - Most are carnivores, requiring protein-rich food.

e Aggression Management - Some species are territorial and must be monitored.
Compatibility - Choose fish that grow to similar sizes to prevent predation
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Top Compatible Monster Fish (If tank size & setup allows)

Fish

Temperament

Compatibility Notes

Arowana (Silver/Asian)

Semi-aggressive

Best with other large, top/mid-water fish.
Needs a secure lid.

Peacock Bass

Aggressive

Fast predator, pairs well with Arowana and
catfish.

Giant Gourami

Semi-aggressive

Can live with other large fish, but varies in
temperament.

Redtail Catfish

Extremely
aggressive

Best alone or with similar-sized tankmates
like tiger shovelnose catfish.

Tiger Shovelnose Catfish

Aggressive

Can be housed with other large catfish and
arowanas.

Freshwater Stingray

1.5-2 ft (disk size)

Peaceful but
predatory

Best with top swimmers like arowanas;
avoid bottom dwellers.

Oscars

Semi-aggressive

Can be with other large cichlids, catfish, or
arowanas.

Flowerhorn

Very aggressive

Best kept alone or with tough tankmates
(separated if needed).

Fish to Avoid in Monster Community Tanks

QsSmall fish (Easily eaten: Tetras, Barbs, Guppies)
OHighly aggressive fish (Some Cichlids, Puffers)
OsSoft-bodied fish (Easily injured: Discus, Angelfish)
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AQUA CARE - LIVEBEARERS (GUPPY, MOLLY,
PLATY, SWORDTAIL)

Beginner-Friendly: Yes (Hardy & Easy to Breed)

Compatible With: Other peaceful community fish (Tetras, Corydoras, Snails, Small
Barbs, Shrimp)

Diet: Omnivore (Pellets, flakes, algae, veggies, live/frozen food)

Maintenance Level: Easy
Category: @Base Hobbyist / @Dedicated Hobbyist

~ Special Care Notes:
* Livebearers give birth to free-swimming fry instead of laying eggs, making them great
for breeding projects.
Guppies - Colorful & active, thrive in planted tanks.
Mollies - Can tolerate brackish water, need space & stable water conditions.
Platies - Hardy & peaceful, come in many colors.
Swordtails - Males have a signature sword-like tail, need slightly bigger tanks.
May overpopulate if males & females are kept together! Separate or introduce
predators if fry control is needed.
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* Use Nano Tanks: A 1-foot planted nano tank e Amount: Feed 3-7 pellets per meal, two times
is better than a bowl to mimic their natural

a day.
habitat. e Avoid Overfeeding: Overfeeding can cause
e Substrate: If adding stones, ensure no bloating and poor water quality.

uneaten food gets trapped underneath.

e Lid: Always use a lid as Bettas can jump out. .
J S Behaviour
Water Care e No Tank Mates: Don't house Bettas with other

fish, especially males.

e Water Changes: Replace 20% of the water e Tank Placement: Avoid placing two Betta tanks
weekly or bi-weekly instead of a full water close to each other to reduce stress.
change.

e Safe Water: Use dechlorinated water, and
keep it clean to prevent diseases.

e Temperature: Keep water between 24-28°C * Remove uneaten food daily to prevent
(75-82°F) accumulation and water pollution.

e Vacuum the substrate periodically to keep the
Category: @Beginner (Kid's favourite) bottom clean.
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Tiny Pleanted Varieties

Aqua Care - Sharks in Aquariums (Ilridescent, Bala, Red Tail, Rainbow,
etc.)

4 Beginner-Friendly: No (Require large tanks, some are territorial), Small can be Kept
Compatible: Fast-moving mid-to-large fish (Barbs, Loaches, Large Tetras, Gouramis)
4 Diet: Omnivore
Maintenance Level: Moderate
Category: @Dedicated Hobbyist / @Expert
~ Note: Aquarium "sharks" are not true sharks but are named for their torpedo-shaped
bodies.
e [ridescent & Bala Sharks need huge tanks (125+ Liter) and prefer groups.
e Red Tail & Rainbow Sharks are territorial, best kept alone or with strong mid-top

dwellers.
e Not suitable with Goldfish or slow, delicate fish due to fin-nipping tendencies.
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SALTWATER/MARINEWATER
AQUARIUM FISHES

/
Aqua Care

4 Beginner-Friendly: ¢ Yes (Some Species) / No (Most Require Special
Care)

Compatible: Depends on species - Community Fish, Predators, or
Semi-Aggressive Mix

4 Diet: Omnivore / Carnivore (Marine Pellets, Frozen Foods, Live Feeds)
Maintenance Level: Moderate to Expert
Y Category: @Dedicated Hobbyist / @Expert

~ Special Care Notes:
e Marine tanks require a different filtration system (Protein Skimmer,

Sump, RO Water) to maintain stable water chemistry.
Initial investment is higher than freshwater setups due to the need for
marine salt, high-quality filtration, and specialized lighting.
Anemones are available in the market and can be used, especially for
clownfish hosting, but they require stable water conditions.
Keeping coral reefs is banned in India, but artificial corals and marine-
safe decorations can be used for aesthetics.

Regular monitoring of salinity (1.020-1.025 SG), pH, and temperature is
essential.

e Beginner-Friendly Fish: Clownfish, Damsels, Blennies, Gobies, Firefish

e Moderate Care Fish: Tangs, Angelfish, Butterflyfish, Wrasses

e Expert-Level Fish: Lionfish, Groupers, Eels, Sharks, Triggerfish
(Predatory species)




Compatibility
Chart

Freshwater Fish

Fish Category Fish Name Compatible Tank Mates
g;:;lm“mty Goldfish Other Goldfish, Loach, Minnows

Guppies, Mollies, Platies, Swordtails
(Livebearers)

Tetras, Corydoras, Rasboras,
Gouramis

Neon Tetra, Cardinal Tetra, Rummy
Nose Tetra

Corydoras, Rasboras, Gouramus,
Loaches

Barbs (Cherry, Rosy)

Tetras, Corydoras, Danios,
Loaches

Danios (Zebra, Giant)

Tetras, Barbs, Rasboras,
Corydoras, Loaches

Gouramis (Dwart, Pearl, Giant)

Tetras, Barbs, Loaches,
Corydoras

Angelfish

Gouramis, Large Tetras,
Corydoras, Loaches

Rainbowtish

Barbs, Corydoras, Gouramis,
Loaches

Loaches (Clown, Kuhli)

Tetras, Gouramis, Barbs,
Corydoras

Corydoras Catfish

Tetras, Rasboras, Barbs, Loaches

Pleco (Common, Bristlenose, Zebra)

Oscars, Arowana, Large Cichlids

American Oscar, Severum, Jack Dempsey, Green Silver Dollars, Plecos, Arowana,
Cichlids Terror, Texas Cichlid Large Loaches
Convict Cichlid, Firemouth Cichlid Other An e
Loaches

Geophagus (Eartheaters)

Severum, Oscars, Silver Dollars,
Loaches

Peacock Bass

Oscars, Arowana, Stingrays,
Large Catfish

Angelfish, Discus

Cardinal Tetras, Corydoras,
Rummy Nose T etra

Festivum, Chocolate Cichlid

Severum, Peaceful Cichlids,
Large Tetras

Blue Acara, Electric Blue Acara

Geophagus, Severum, Plecos,
Large Tetras

Ram Cichlid (German Blue Ram,
Bolivian Ram)

Tetras, Corydoras, Peaceful
Community Fish




Freshwater Fish
Compatibility
Chart

African Mbuna (Rock Dwellers): Yellow Lab, Red Zebra, Other Mbuna Cichlids,
Cichlids Demasoni, Cobalt Blue, Auratus Catfish

Peacock Cichlids: Dragon Blood, Red, Blue,

Sunshine Peacock Other Peacocks, Haps
Haps (Predatory Cichlids): Venustus, Blue Peacocks, Large Mbuna,
Dolphin, Livingstoni, Electric Blue Hap Catfish
Ta_nganylka_n Cichlids: Frontosa, Tropheus, Other Tanganyikan
Julidochromuis, Neolamprologus (Shell Dwellers), o
Cichlids, Catfish
Altolamprologus Calvus
Victorian Cichlids: Haplochromis, Ruby Green, Other Victorians, Some
Flameback Haps
Monster Oscar, Bichir, Pleco,
. Arowana .
Fish Stingray
Best kept alone or with
Flowerhorn same-sized aggressive
fish
Bichir Arowana, Oscar, Pleco,
Large Catfish
. Arowana, Oscar, Bichir,
Catfish (Pangasius) Knife Fish
s Arowana, Oscar, Bichur,
Knife Fish (Black Ghost, Clown) Large Catfish
Pufferfish (Freshwater) - kep‘; AETE
fast-moving fish
Stinera Arowana, Oscars, Bichir,
stay Large Catfish
Silver Dollars, Denisonii
Sharks Bala Shark T oo
Y . Bala Shark, Gouramis,
Denisoni Barb (Roseline Shark) Laree Barbs
. Semi-aggressive, best
e with fast tank mates
Rainbow Shark L_{:-achea:, Barbs, Danios,
Silver Dollar
Iridescent Shark Best in very large tanks,

similar-sized fish




Freshwater Fish
Compatibility
Chart

Planted Tank  Tefra (Neon, Cardinal, Rummy  Corydoras, Rasboras, Gouramis,

Fish Nose) Shrimp
Barb (Cherry, Rosy, Gold) Loaches, Corydoras, Danios
Gouranus (Dwarf, Pearl, Honey) Tetras, Barbs, Corydoras, Rasboras
Angelfish Large Tetras, Corydoras, Loaches
Special Species Axolotl Best 1n species-only setups (no fish)
Killifish Small Tetras, Corydoras, Rasboras
Minnows Danios, Rasboras, Loaches
Pencilfish Tetras, Rasboras. Loaches
Crayfish E:ﬁ; 1n species-only setups (will attack

Shrimp (Amano, Cherry, Ghost) Small Tetras, Rasboras, Snails
Snails (Nerite, Mystery, Apple) All peaceful fish (avoid large cichlids)




Chart

Marinewater Fish
Compatibility

Fish Name Compatible Tank Mates

Clownfish Damsels, Tangs, Wrasses, Angelfish, Butterflyfis

Damsels Clownfish, Tangs, Large Angelfish, Wrasses
Clownfish, Angelfish, Wrasses, Butterflyfish,

Tangs (Surgeonfish) 8 Ve

Puffers

Angelfish (Large — Emperor, Queen, French)

Tangs, Wrasses, Puffers, Large Butterflyfish

Angelfish (Dwarf — Flame, Coral Beauty,
Lemonpeel)

Clownfish, Gobies, Tangs, Damsels

Butterflyfish

Tangs, Angelfish, Wrasses, Clownfish

Wrasses (Lunare, Bird, Cleaner)

Tangs, Clownfish, Angelfish, Butterflyfish

Triggers (Picasso, Clown, Undulate, Niger)

Puffers, Large Angelfish, Groupers, Eels

Pufferfish (Dogface, Porcupine, Valentini)

Tangs, Angelfish, Wrasses, Triggers

Groupers (Panther, Miniatus, Blue Line)

Large Angelfish, Tangs, Triggers, Eels

Eels (Showflake, Zebra, Green Moray)

Groupers, Triggers, Lionfish, Puffers

Lionfish (Volitan, Dwarf, Fu Manchu)

Groupers, Eels, Large Angelfish, Triggers

Hawkfish

Clownfish, Damsels, Gobies, Tangs

Gobies & Blennies

Clownfish, Small Angelfish, Damsels

Snappers (Red Snapper, Yellowtail)

Groupers, Triggers, Puffers

Batfish (Orbicular, Pinnatus)

Tangs, Large Angelfish, Wrasses

Sharks (Bamboo Shark, Epaulette Shark)

Groupers, Triggers, Large Angelfish

Soldierfish & Squirrelfish

Groupers, Tangs, Butterflyfish

Filefish

Tangs, Angelfish, Wrasses, Puffers




